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Oregon Ballet Theatre presents August Bournonville's full-length classic, which
was developed in 1842 and has remained traditional in Danish ballet
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COURTESY: YI-YIN/OBT - Oregon Ballet Theatre company artist Jessica Lind was schooled in Bournonville ballet

three years ago, and returns for Napoli."
It'll be a historic opening show when the Oregon Ballet Theatre performers
dance and jump and spin in the production "Napoli,” Oct. 6-13 at Keller
Auditorium.

It's the first full-length ballet built in Portland since James Canfield made "Nutcracker" in
1993, and it's especially significant considering OBT has been given the opportunity to be
the first United States company to produce the ballet by 19th-century Danish master
choreographer August Bournonville.

"The fact that this is completely made in Portland is pretty remarkable,"” says Kevin Irving,
OBT artistic director and close associate with Danish instructor Frank Andersen and other
experts in Bournonville ballet.

"It suits the company, and suits the audience as well. It's completely classical in terms of

having a simple story and easy recognized classical base. It's not princesses and swans,
but it's a cast of characters — lemonade seller, pasta maker, fisherman, laborers, people
who populate the world that make things. It's a nice parallel to Portland."

Oregon Ballet Theatre staged "Napoli Act 3" three years ago, but sought out the entire
production and Andersen and fellow Bournonville experts Eva Kloborg and Dinna Bjorn for
guidance and instruction. They have been in Portland preparing the very large contingent
of OBT performers for "Napoli,” which tells the love story and marriage of young Italian girl
Teresina and fisherman Gennaro.

There have been some 170 costumes and sets for three acts made, and 70-80 people
perform on stage at one point. It's a big production, involving two OBT companies,
students and extras.

"The reception we had in 2015 was pretty nice," Andersen says. "We were very happy with
how it was taken by the audience and dancers. They really understood what we were
trying to achieve, and that is an enormous plus in a work situation. | see they're really
helping each other. | like the atmosphere here."

Irving and Andersen knew each other when Irving worked at the Goteborg Ballet in
Sweden, and then Irving worked under Andersen as rehearsal director at the Royal Danish

Ballet, one of the oldest ballet companies in the world.

COURTESY: YI-YIN/OBT - Instructors from Denmark — Frank Andersen (above), Dinna Bjorn and Eva Kloborg —

have been working with OBT dancers to prepare for the ballet.
"Feeling very much like Danish dancing ambassadors,” Andersen and colleagues
travel the world teaching Bournonville dance, which is distinctive for its petit
allegro — or small jumps — and fleet and quick footwork and pirouettes that land
with exactness, "all executed with disarming innocence, ease and sincere joy,"
an OBT news release states. "More so than other classical ballets, Bournonville's
are true offerings from dancer to viewer, carrying a heartfelt selflessness rarely
seen on modern stages.”

There are more well-known choreographers — Petipa, Ivanov, Balanchine — but "Danish

Ouwner & Neighbor
Dr. Robert B. Pamplin, Jr.

DAILY NEWS WHERE YOU LIVE

Beaverton Hillsboro Prineville
Clackamas Lake Oswego Sandy
Canby Madras Sellwood
Columbia Co. Milwaukie Sherwood
Estacada Molalla Tigard
Forest Grove Newberg Tualatin
Gladstone Oregon City ~ West Linn
Gresham Portland Wilsonville
King City Portland SE~ Woodburn

Happy Valley  Portland SW

SPECIAL INTEREST
Biz Trib Wheels
Sustainable KXL

Public Notices

Latest Comments Social Media

FRIENDS 2 FOLLOW

Social media posts from your local merchants.

PortlandTribune A

PORTLAN Portland RV

=l W Follow

Portland RV now has a very nice 2003
Kountry Star double slide diesel coach for
$59,900. It has 50,236 miles on a
Freightliner...

k=2 ¢

06:55PM stare: % f W G+

AIR QUALITY REPORT

INSIDERS

Time for Oregon football and tasty treats

. Brought to you by Linda Strand - Your
NW - GIFT BASKETS INSIDER -
Columbia Empire Farms

Trick-or-treat some POOP

Brought to you by Linda Strand - Your
NW - GIFT BASKETS INSIDER -
Columbia Empire Farms

Custom Flags: Something for Everyone's
Message
[ F Brought to you by David Anchel

4 Elmer's Flag and Banner, Kites Too! -
FLAG, BANNER and KITE INSIDER-

‘Why are Opals thought to be unlucky??

This article brought to you courtesy of
§ Sara Winter of Nielsen's Jewelers,
Portland Tribune Jewelry Insider.

Fall Lighting
" B This article brought to you courtesy of

e
B Kay Newell, fo Sunlan Lighting, Inc.,
Portland Tribune Lighting Insider


http://pamplin.org
https://portlandtribune.com/
https://portlandtribune.com/portland-tribune-news
https://portlandtribune.com/portland-tribune-opinion
https://portlandtribune.com/portland-tribune-sustainable-life
https://portlandtribune.com/portland-tribune-sports
https://portlandtribune.com/obits-papers/pt-obituaries
https://portlandtribune.com/business-tribune
https://pamplinclassifieds.com
https://www.justlistednearyou.com
https://portlandtribune.com/#facebook
https://portlandtribune.com/#twitter
https://portlandtribune.com/#google_plus
https://portlandtribune.com/#email
https://portlandtribune.com/#linkedin
https://portlandtribune.com/pt/11-features/408408-307525-binge-watcher-library-streaming-30000-films-for-free
https://portlandtribune.com/pt/11-features/408181-306714-off-to-tell-tall-tales-in-tennessee-pwoff
https://portlandtribune.com/pt/11-features/408180-306713-bringing-napoli-to-life-pwoff#
http://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003621452186-0640.jpg
http://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003621452186-0640.jpg
http://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003621452322-0640.jpg
http://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003621452322-0640.jpg
http://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003621452366-0640.jpg
https://pamplinmedia.com/beaverton-valley-times-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/hillsboro-tribune-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/central-oregonian-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/clackamas-review-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/lake-oswego-review-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/sandy-post-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/canby-herald-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/madras-pioneer-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/the-sellwood-bee-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/south-county-spotlight-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/clackamas-review-home
https://pamplinmedia.com/sherwood-gazette-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/estacada-news-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/molalla-pioneer-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/the-times-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/forest-grove-news-times-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/newberg-graphic-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/the-times-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/clackamas-review-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/oregon-city-news-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/west-linn-tidings-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/gresham-outlook-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com
https://pamplinmedia.com/wilsonville-spokesman-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/regal-courier-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/the-sellwood-bee-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/woodburn-independent-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/clackamas-review-home/
https://pamplinmedia.com/southwest-community-connection-home
http://pamplinmedia.com/business-tribune
http://pamplinmedia.com/wheels-frontpage/
http://publicnotices.portlandtribune.com/
http://pamplinmedia.com/portland-tribune-sustainable-life/
https://www.kxl.com/
#recentcomments
http://pamplinmedia.com/portland-tribune-about-us/pt-social-media
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/408295-307389-time-for-oregon-football-and-tasty-treats
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/408295-307389-time-for-oregon-football-and-tasty-treats
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/408296-307390-trick-or-treat-some-poop
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/408296-307390-trick-or-treat-some-poop
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/407887-306835-custom-flags-something-for-everyones-message
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/407887-306835-custom-flags-something-for-everyones-message
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/407459-306236-why-are-opals-thought-to-be-unlucky-pwoff
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/407459-306236-why-are-opals-thought-to-be-unlucky-pwoff
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/407461-306238-fall-lighting-pwoff
https://portlandtribune.com/pt-adv-insiders/407461-306238-fall-lighting-pwoff
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=102&it=385/40396/44084&ti=1539893539&ha=70e1d00493f60922acd75b6bd266dd35&ta=8d10a838c2e15ae760bcbf3a6df1fa8a&fi=16ab87e03daeff3f235d20ac190b09da
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=102&it=385/40396/44084&ti=1539893539&ha=70e1d00493f60922acd75b6bd266dd35&ta=8d10a838c2e15ae760bcbf3a6df1fa8a&fi=16ab87e03daeff3f235d20ac190b09da
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=1052996606981808128
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=1052996606981808128
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=1052996606981808128
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2f/widget/html/socialstack/102/0/12/140/1/1/1/7#
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2f/widget/html/socialstack/102/0/12/140/1/1/1/7#
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2f/widget/html/socialstack/102/0/12/140/1/1/1/7#
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2f/widget/html/socialstack/102/0/12/140/1/1/1/7#
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=102&it=385/40390/44083&ti=1539893539&ha=6cbfbf96a3c531ae7c980c02b4012ff8&ta=1fcf0ace2c0aca44619236a01de7cce8&fi=16ab87e03daeff3f235d20ac190b09da
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=102&it=385/40390/44083&ti=1539893539&ha=6cbfbf96a3c531ae7c980c02b4012ff8&ta=1e9e1b1fab890a5fe022f6a6c3df4b9d&fi=16ab87e03daeff3f235d20ac190b09da
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2fa.php?wi=102&it=385/40390/44083&ti=1539893539&ha=6cbfbf96a3c531ae7c980c02b4012ff8&ta=1e9e1b1fab890a5fe022f6a6c3df4b9d&fi=16ab87e03daeff3f235d20ac190b09da
https://demo.friends2follow.com/outgoingferry.php
https://demo.friends2follow.com/outgoingferry.php
https://demo.friends2follow.com/outgoingferry.php
https://portlandtribune.friends2follow.com/f2f/widget/inquiry/102
http://friends2follow.com
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fportlandtribune.friends2follow.com%2Ff2f%2Fwidget%2Fhtml%2Fsocialstack%2F102%2F0%2F12%2F140%2F1%2F1%2F1%2F7&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=portland_rv&tw_p=followbutton

CONTRACT PUBLISHING

style" and Bournonville are equally highly regarded.

"Napoli' has never been out of the entire repertory of Danish Ballet in Copenhagen,"
Get Your Roof Checked Before Cold, Wet

Andersen says. "Maybe it's gone for 3-5 years, but people remember exactly how it was, Weather Arrives!

it's passed on from generation to generation." This article brought to you courtesy fo
Stan Robinson of Pacific West Roofing,
He compares it to "Swan Lake" for U.S. companies. Portland Tribune Roofing Insider.

"Every company doing 'Napoli' is doing it the same way," he adds. It has evolved, of
course, from its creation in 1842, with the advent of en pointe — dancing on toes — and
spotting.

"We are not a museum, but a living tradition," Andersen says. "We are evolving, we are
not static. It is in flashes a modern production."

Andersen says it took him 10 years to learn how to dance Bournonville style. So, OBT
dancers have been schooled through the process. Five dancers went to Copenhagen
before the first production in 2015 to learn more about Bournonville, and two remain from
the immersion, Katherine Monogue and Jessica Lind.

"It's super exciting," Lind says. "To pull all three acts together, it's a lot.

"Because there are so many people involved and we're doing three acts, and it's the
Bournonville style that we haven't done on a day-to-day basis ... it's a lot of petit allegro
and specific head and arm placement. It's a lot of jumping. | think my calves have doubled

in size."

COURTESY: YI-YIN/OBT - There's a lot of jumping in Danish-style ballet. So, OBT's Peter Franc and others will be
busy in 'Napoli."
She's one dancer that uses softer shoes because of the jumping, and it can be
stressful doing en pointe.

"We do exercise every day in class, but to have all the dancing in the ballet be that specific
kind of jumping, it takes its toll on our feet and legs," adds Lind, who says the activity level
with "Napoli" compares to anything OBT has done in the past.

Act 1 has about a nine-minute stretch of nothing but jumping and movement, involving
scores of people.

Irving does compare it to learning a foreign language, and then using the foreign language

to write and orate a poem.

"Because inflection matters — the way you hold your head and your arms, all of it's
precise because it was developed in isolation without a lot of outside influence on Danish
ballet for years," Irving says.

Irving believes that subscribers and other OBT fans will enjoy the company's dalliance with

Bournonville and "Napoli."

"With this ballet, in particular, the overriding message is to connect to people around you

and that it's exhilarating fun to be part of a community," he says.

"Napoli," supported by the OBT Orchestra, stages Oct. 6-13 at Keller Auditorium, 222 S.W.
Clay St. Show times are: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6; 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 7; 7:30 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 11-13. There'll be pre-performance discussions. For tickets, see

www.obt.org.
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